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RE: THE ENERGY CHARTER TREATY

Thank you for your recent correspondence in respect of your concerns about the Energy Charter
Treaty (ECT); I have read your comments with interest.

I am aware that, following a review of its membership, the Government has announced that the
UK, along with nine EU member states, will leave the ECT.

In 2022, the UK reached a landmark agreement to modernise the terms of the ECT, maintaining
its current benefits while supporting the transition to cleaner energy. The modernised treaty,
for which the UK has been a strong advocate, was supposed to have been adopted in 2022. I
understand that it would have a much stronger focus on promoting clean, affordable energy,
such as carbon capture, utilisation, and storage, as well as hydrogen and other renewables. It
would also have strengthened the UK Government’s sovereign right to change its energy
system to reach net-zero and protect UK investors abroad. However, several EU member states
decided to leave the treaty, leading to an impasse on modernisation.

I understand that after considering the views of businesses, industry and civil society, Ministers
have decided to instigate the UK’s withdrawal, which will take effect after a year, removing
protections for new investments after this period.

I am assured that the UK remains a world leader in cutting emissions, attracting international
investment, and providing the strongest legal protections for those who invest in the UK.

Once again, thank you for taking the time to contact me and if I can ever be of any further
assistance to you then please do not hesitate to contact me again.

TOM PURSGLOVE MP
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
CORBY & EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

LISTENING TO YOU - CAMPAIGNING FOR YOU
Email: pursglovet@parliament.uk - Telephone: 0207 219 8043



