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RE: ANIMAL WELFARE - FOOD LABELLING

Thank you for your recent correspondence in respect of food labelling reforms for animal
welfare. I have read your comments with interest.

My ministerial colleagues and I want to make it easier for the consumer to purchase food that
aligns with their values, by improving transparency and providing the industry with a level
playing field to promote such products. I understand that the majority of consumers value high
standards of animal welfare, but that this is not always fully reflected in what they purchase.

I am aware that while origin information is required for many of the foods on our shelves, this
does not provide information on how an animal has been treated, or what the environmental
standards were in the country it was raised. This means there are imported products in our
shops that do not meet UK welfare standards and do not have labels to reflect this. This lack of
transparency can undercut British farmers and lead to consumers unknowingly purchasing
products they deem unethical.

The Government recognises that this is not fair for consumers and is not fair on farmers and
will gather views on how to make packaging information clearer to help boost consumer
confidence and ensure farmers are fairly rewarded through a consultation. Ministers will also
explore how we can better highlight imports that do not meet UK welfare standards, improve
how origin information is given online to help people find high quality British products, and
look at how to ensure promotional activity such as Union Jack labels on supermarket shelves
matches the products on the shelf.

Once again, thank you for having taken the time to contact me and if I can ever be of any
further assistance to you then please do not hesitate to contact me again.
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