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5 May 2023

RE: LIGHT POLLUTION

Thank you for your recent correspondence in respect of your concerns surrounding light pollution. I
have read your comments with interest.

I would like to assure you that the Government recognises the impact light pollution may have on -
people’s health and wellbeing, as well as the environment. Ministers have put measures in place to
ensure that light pollution is managed effectively. These include controls in the planning system, the
statutory nuisance regime, and improvements in street lighting.

The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) has worked with the Department
for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, to ensure that the 'National Planning Policy Framework'
is clear that planning decisions should limit the impact of light pollution on local amenity, dark
landscapes and nature conservation. The statutory nuisance regime requires that local authorities take
reasonably practicable steps to investigate complaints of artificial light emitted from premises which
could be damaging to human health or a nuisance.

The Government’s legally binding target to halt the decline in species abundance by 2030 underlines
the Government’s ambition to protect wildlife across all areas of the UK. DEFRA has provided funding
for national and international assessments of drivers of change on insects and wider biodiversity, such
as the global 'IPBES Assessment Report on Pollinators, Pollination and Food Production', which notes
that the effects of artificial light in general on nocturnal insects may be growing.

While the Government has not made any specific assessment of the impacts of light pollution on insect
(or wider wildlife) population trends, I am assured that Ministers will continue to work with partners,
including leading scientists, to review the latest studies and ensure that the Government continues to
address key threats to biodiversity.

Further, the Government’s consultation on the 'National Planning Policy Framework' focuses on
delivering the right homes in the right places and giving local people a greater say on where to place
new development. I understand that the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities
intends to undertake a fuller review of the framework later in 2023, and I look forward to considering
the proposals in due course.

Once again, thank you for having taken the time to contact me and if I can ever be of any further
assistance to you then please do not hesitate to contact me again.
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